Lidocaine hypersensitivity after subconjunctival injection.
We report a rare case of hypersensitivity in a 63-year-old man who received subconjunctival lidocaine, cefazolin, and gentamicin for corneal abscess. Significant palpebral swelling and erythema were observed several hours after the injection. Nine months later, he received subconjunctival lidocaine, vanco-mycin, and ceftazidime for a new corneal abscess. After several hours, the eyelids were red and swollen, with mild blistering and scaling of the cheek. Two patch tests for lidocaine were negative. During follow-up, lateral tarsorrhaphy was performed under local anesthesia with lidocaine; erythema and swelling of eyelids and cheek appeared, resolving after several days. Sensitivity to lidocaine can appear after subconjunctival injection. Patch tests may be negative, but the allergy suspected by the recurrence of clinical signs after rechallenge with lidocaine. Ester anesthetics can be used for local anesthesia.